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2018

THE The Friend
F RI E N Sigrid Nunez

A NOVEL

Becoming the guardian of her late best friend's enormous Great Dane, a grieving woman is
s I G R I evicted from her no-pets apartment and forges a deep bond with the equally distraught
animal in ways that initially disturb her friends.

2017

Sing, Unburied, Sing

Jesmyn Ward

Living with his grandparents and sister on a Gulf Coast farm, Jojo navigates the challenges
of his mother's addictions and his grandmother's cancer before the release of his father
from prison prompts a road trip of danger and hope.

NATIONAL BOOK AWARD-WINNING author of
SALVAGE THE BONES

2016

The Underground Railroad

Colson Whitehead

Cora is a slave on a cotton plantation in Georgia. When Caesar, a recent arrival from
Virginia, tells her about the Underground Railroad, they decide to take a terrifying risk and
escape. Though they manage to find a station and head north, they are being hunted.

2015
Fortune Smiles: Stories

Adam Johnson

In six masterly stories, Johnson delves deep into love and loss, natural disasters, the
influence of technology, and how the political shapes the personal.
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phil klay

2014

Redeployment
Phil Klay

Phil Klay's Redeployment takes readers to the frontlines of the wars in Iraq and
Afghanistan, asking us to understand what happened there, and what happened to the
soldiers who returned. Interwoven with themes of brutality and faith, guilt and fear,
helplessness and survival, the characters in these stories struggle to make meaning out of
chaos.

2013

The Good Lord Bird

James McBride

Henry Shackleford is a young slave living in the Kansas Territory in 1857, when the region is
a battleground between anti- and pro-slavery forces. When John Brown, the legendary
abolitionist, arrives in the area, an argument between Brown and Henry's master quickly
turns violent. Henry is forced to leave town--with Brown, who believes he's a girl. Over the
ensuing months, Henry--whom Brown nicknames Little Onion--conceals his true identity as
he struggles to stay alive. Eventually Little Onion finds himself with Brown at the historic
raid on Harpers Ferry in 1859--one of the great catalysts for the Civil War.

LOUISE
ERDRICH

» ROUND
HOUSE

2012
The Round House

Louise Erdrich

When his mother, a tribal enrollment specialist living on a reservation in North Dakota,
slips into an abyss of depression after being brutally attacked, 14-year-old Joe Coutz sets
out with his three friends to find the person that destroyed his family.

2011

Salvage the Bones
Jesmyn Ward

Enduring a hardscrabble existence as the children of alcoholic and absent parents, four
siblings from a coastal Mississippi town prepare their meager stores for the arrival of
Hurricane Katrina while struggling with such challenges as a teen pregnancy and a dying
litter of prize pups.
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Lord of Misrule

JAIMY GORDON

2010
Lord of Misrule

Jaimy Gordon

At the rock-bottom end of the sport of kings sits the ruthless and often violent world of
cheap horse racing, where trainers and jockeys, grooms and hotwalkers, loan sharks and
touts all struggle to take an edge, or prove their luck, or just survive. Lord of Misrule
follows five characters, scarred and lonely dreamers in the American grain, through a year
and four races at Indian Mount Downs, downriver from Wheeling, West Virginia.
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2011 DANCER

2009

Let the Great World Spin

Colum McCann

In a tale set in Manhattan of 1974, a radical young Irish monk struggles with personal
demons while making his home among Bronx prostitutes, a group of mothers is separated
by personal differences in spite of shared grief over their lost Vietnam soldier sons, and a
young grandmother attempts to prove her worth by soliciting men at the side of her
teenage daughter.

MATTHIESSEN

SHADOW
COUNTRY

A NEW RENBERING OF THE WATSON LEGEND

2008
Shadow Country

Peter Matthiessen

Chronicles the legacy of E.J. Watson, a notorious desperado gunned down by his neighbors
along the lawless nineteenth-century frontier of the Florida Everglades.

2007
Tree of Smoke

Denis Johnson

This is the story of Skip Sands—spy-in-training, engaged in Psychological Operations
against the Vietcong—and the disasters that befall him thanks to his famous uncle, a war
hero known in intelligence circles simply as the Colonel. This is also the story of the
Houston brothers, Bill and James, young men who drift out of the Arizona desert into a war
in which the line between disinformation and delusion has blurred away.
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2006

The Echo Maker

Richard Powers

On a winter night on a remote Nebraska road, twenty-seven year old Mark Schluter flips
his truck in a near fatal accident. His older sister, Karin, returns to nurse Mark back from a
traumatic head injury. But when he emerges from a coma, Mark believes that this woman
is really an impostor who looks just like his sister. Shattered, Karin contacts the cognitive
neurologist Gerald Weber, who eagerly investigates. What he discovers in Mark slowly
undermines even his own sense of being. Meanwhile, Mark attempts to learn what
happened the night of his inexplicable accident-armed only with a note left by an
anonymous witness.

EUROPE CENTRAL

2005
Europe Central

William T. Vollmann

A mesmerizing series of intertwined paired stories that compare and contrast the moral
decisions made by various figures (some famous, some infamous, some unknown)
associated with the warring authoritarian cultures of Germany and the USSR from 1900-
1968.

" THE NEWS FROM
AL RARAGUAY

s

2004

The News From Paraguay
Lily Tuck

The year is 1854. In Paris, Francisco Solano -- the future dictator of Paraguay -- begins his
courtship of the young, beautiful Irish courtesan Ella Lynch with a poncho, a Paraguayan
band, and a horse named Mathilde. Ella follows Franco to Asuncion, where she reigns as
his mistress. Isolated and estranged in this new world, she embraces her lover's ill-fated
dream -- one fueled by outsize imperial ambition and heedless arrogance, and with
devastating consequences for Paraguay and all its inhabitants.

2003
The Great Fire

Shirley Hazzard

In war-torn Asia and stricken Europe, men and women, still young but veterans of harsh
experience, must reinvent their lives and expectations, and learn, from their past, to dream
again. Some will fulfill their destinies, others will falter. At the center of the story, a brave
and brilliant soldier finds that survival and worldly achievement are not enough. His
counterpart, a young girl living in occupied Japan and tending her dying brother, falls in
love, and in the process discovers herself.
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2002
Three Junes

Julia Glass

Reveals the interconnected lives, loves, and relationships of different generations of the
McLeod family over the course of three crucial summers.

2001
The Corrections

Jonathan Franzen

Statistically, the Lamberts may be a typical Midwestern family. But in reality, they are far
from it. Alfred, the father, is losing his fight to control Parkinson's Disease and dementia.
His wife, Enid, no longer in control of her household, feels her choices slipping away. Their
three grown children are struggling with their own clashes between dreams and disasters.
But for one Christmas, Enid is determined to bring them together for the ideal family
holiday.

2000
In America

Susan Sontag

In 1876 a group of Poles led by Maryna Zalewska, Poland's greatest actress, travel to
California to found a "utopian" commune. Maryna, who has renounced her career, is
accompanied by her small son and husband; in her entourage is a rising young writer who
is in love with her. The novel portrays a West that is still largely empty, where white
settlers confront native Californians & Asian coolies. The commune fails & most of the
emigres go home, but Maryna stays & triumphs on the American stage.

1999

Waiting

Ha Jin

Lin Kong is a dedicated doctor torn by his love for two women: one who belongs to the

New China of the Cultural Revolution, the other to the ancient traditions of his family's
village.
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ALICE McDERMOTI

1998

Charming Billy

Alice McDermott

Everyone loved him. If you knew Billy at all, then you loved him. The late Billy Lynch's
family and friends, a party of forty-seven, gather at a small bar and grill somewhere in the
Bronx to remember better times in good company, and to redeem the pleasure of a drink
or two from the miserable thing that a drink had become in Billy's life. His widow, Maeve,
is there and everyone admires the way she is holding up, just as they always admired the
way she cared for Billy after the alcohol had ruined him. But one cannot think of Billy
Lynch's life without saying at some point, "There was that girl. The Irish girl". And one can't
help but think that the real story of his life lay there.

COLD

MOUNTAIN

A NOVEI

BY

CHARLES FRAZIER

1997
Cold Mountain

Charles Frazier

Sorely wounded and fatally disillusioned in the fighting at Petersburg, Inman, a
Confederate soldier, decides to walk back to his home in the Blue Ridge Mountains and to
Ada, the woman he loved there years before. His trek across the disintegrating South
brings him into intimate and sometimes lethal converse with slaves and marauders, bounty
hunters and witches, both helpful and malign. At the same time, Ada is trying to revive her
father's derelict farm and learn to survive in a world where the old certainties have been
swept away.

SHIP FEVER

AND OTHER STORIES

ANDREA BARRETT

1996
Ship Fever and Other Stories

Andrea Barrett

One novella and seven stories dealing with science and set in the 19th Century.

Sabbath’s
Theater

Philip.Rogh-

1995

Sabbath’s Theater

Philip Roth

The life of an old man who lives for sex. He is Morris Sabbath, 64, a New York puppeteer
who made his name with lewd performances. Feeling death approaching, he relives his
many amorous adventures in graphic detail.
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A FROLIC OF HIS OWN
CWILLIAM GADDIS

Fiction
1994
A Frolic of His Own
William Gaddis

Oscar Crease, middle-aged college instructor, savant, and playwright, is suing a Hollywood
producer for pirating his play based on his grandfather's experiences in the Civil War and
turning it into a gory blockbuster. Oscar's suit, and a host of others, engulf all who
surround him.

E. ANNIE PROULX |

1993

The Shipping News

E. Anne Proulx

Quoyle, a third-rate newspaper hack, is wrenched violently out of his workaday life when
his two-timing wife meets her just deserts. An aunt convinces Quoyle and his two
emotionally disturbed daughters to return with her to the starkly beautiful coastal
landscape of their ancestral home in Newfoundland. Here, on desolate Quoyle's Point, in a
house empty except for a few mementos of the family's unsavory past, the battered
members of three generations try to cobble up new lives.
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1992

All the Pretty Horses

Cormac McCarthy

This is the tale of John Grady Cole, who at sixteen finds himself at the end of a long line of
Texas ranchers, cut off from the only life he has ever imagined for himself. With two
companions, he sets off for Mexico on a sometimes idyllic, sometimes comic journey to a
place where dreams are paid for in blood.

Norman Rush

1991

Mating

Norman Rush

Set in the African republic of Botswana, Norman Rush's novel simultaneously explores the
highest of intellectual high grounds and the most tortuous ravines of the erotic. Tackles the
geopolitics of poverty and the mystery of what men and women really want.
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1990

Middle Passage

Charles Johnson

A freed slave escapes his bad debts in New Orleans by stowing away on a slave ship en
route to Africa.




