
National Book Award 
Young People’s Literature 

 2018 

The Poet X 

Elizabeth Acevedo 
 
Xiomara Batista feels unheard and unable to hide in her Harlem neighborhood. She 
pours all her frustration and passion onto the pages of a leather notebook. Mami is 
determined to force her daughter to obey the laws of the church, but when Xiomara 
is invited to join her school's slam poetry club, she can't stop thinking about 
performing her poems. 

 
 

2017 

Far From The Tree 
Robin Benway 
 
Three teenagers, biological siblings separated by adoption, explore the meaning of 
family in all its forms--how to find it, how to keep it, and how to love it. 

 2016 

March: Book Three 

John Lewis, Andrew Aydin, and Nate Powell 
 
By the fall of 1963, the Civil Rights Movement has penetrated deep into the American 
consciousness, and as a chairman of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee, 
John Lewis is guiding the tip of the spear. Through relentless direct action, SNCC 
continues to force the nation to confront its own blatant injustice, but for every step 
forward, the danger grows more intense: Jim Crow strikes back through legal tricks, 
intimidation, violence, and death.  

 2015 

Challenger Deep 

Neal Shusterman 
 
A teenage boy struggles with schizophrenia. 
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Brown Girl Dreaming 

Jacqueline Woodson 
 
Raised in South Carolina and New York, Woodson always felt halfway home in each 
place. In vivid poems, she shares what it was like to grow up as an African American in 
the 1960s and 1970s, living with the remnants of Jim Crow and her growing 
awareness of the Civil Rights movement. 

 2013 

The Thing About Luck 

Cynthia Kadohata 
 
Just when twelve-year-old Summer thinks nothing else can possibly go wrong in a 
year of bad luck, an emergency takes her parents to Japan, leaving Summer to care 
for her little brother while helping her grandmother cook and do laundry for harvest 
workers. 

 2012 

Goblin Secrets 

William Alexander 
 
Hoping to find his lost brother, Rownie escapes the home of the witch Graba and 
joins a troupe of goblins who perform in Zombay, a city where humans are forbidden 
to wear masks and act in plays. 

 2011 

Inside Out & Back Again 

Thanhha Lai 
 
Through a series of poems, a young girl chronicles the life-changing year of 1975, 
when she, her mother, and her brothers leave Vietnam and resettle in Alabama. 
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2010 

Mockingbird 
Kathryn Erskine 
 
Ten-year-old Caitlin, who has Asperger's Syndrome, struggles to understand 
emotions, show empathy, and make friends at school, while at home she seeks 
closure by working on a project with her father. 

 2009 

Claudette Colvin: Twice Toward Justice 

Phillip Hoose 
 
On March 2, 1955, an impassioned teenager refused to give her seat to a white 
woman on a segregated bus in Montgomery, Alabama. Instead of being celebrated as 
Rosa Parks would be just nine months later, fifteen-year-old Claudette Colvin found 
herself shunned by her classmates and dismissed by community leaders. Undaunted, 
a year later she dared to challenge segregation again as a key plaintiff in Browder v. 
Gayle, the landmark case that struck down the segregation laws of Montgomery. 

 2008 

What I Saw and How I Lied 
Judy Blundell 
 
In 1947, with her jovial stepfather Joe back from the war and family life returning to 
normal, teenage Evie, smitten by the handsome young ex-GI who seems to have a 
secret hold on Joe, finds herself caught in a complicated web of lies whose 
devastating outcome change her life and that of her family forever. 

 2007 

The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian 
Sherman Alexie 
 
Budding cartoonist Junior leaves his troubled school on the Spokane Indian 
Reservation to attend an all-white farm town school where the only other Indian is 
the school mascot. 
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The Astonishing Life of Octavian Nothing,  
Traitor to the Nation 
Volume 1: The Pox Party 
M.T. Anderson 
 
Various diaries, letters, and other manuscripts chronicle the experiences of Octavian, 
a young African American, from birth to age sixteen, as he is brought up as part of a 
science experiment in the years leading up to and during the Revolutionary War. 

 2005 

The Penderwicks 
Jeanne Birdsall 
 
While vacationing with their widowed father in the Berkshire Mountains, four lovable 
sisters, ages four through twelve, share adventures with a local boy, much to the 
dismay of his snobbish mother. 

 2004 

Godless 
Pete Hautman 
 
When sixteen-year-old Jason Bock and his friends create their own religion to worship 
the town's water tower, what started out as a joke begins to take on a power of its 
own. 

 2003 

The Canning Season 
Polly Horvath 
 
Thirteen-year-old Ratchet spends a summer in Maine with her eccentric great-aunts 
Tilly and Penpen, hearing strange stories from the past and encountering a variety of 
unusual and colorful characters. 
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The House of the Scorpion 
Nancy Farmer 
 
In a future where humans despise clones, Matt enjoys special status as the young 
clone of El Patrón, the 142-year-old leader of a corrupt drug empire nestled between 
Mexico and the United States. 

 2001 

True Believer 
(Make Lemonade #2) 
Virginia Euwer Wolff 
 
Living in the inner city amidst guns and poverty, fifteen-year-old LaVaughn learns 
from old and new friends, and inspiring mentors, that life is what you make it--an 
occasion to rise to. 

 2000 

Homeless Bird 
Gloria Whelan 
 
When thirteen-year-old Koly enters into an ill-fated arranged marriage, she must 
either suffer a destiny dictated by India's tradition or find the courage to oppose it. 

 1999 

When Zachary Beaver Came to Town 

Kimberly Willis Holt 
 
During the summer of 1971 in a small Texas town, thirteen-year-old Toby and his best 
friend Cal meet the star of a sideshow act, 600-pound Zachary, the fattest boy in the 
world. 
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 1998 

Holes 
Louis Sachar 
 
As further evidence of his family's bad fortune which they attribute to a curse on a 
distant relative, Stanley Yelnats is sent to a hellish correctional camp in the Texas 
desert where he finds his first real friend, a treasure, and a new sense of himself. 

 1997 

Dancing on the Edge 

Han Nolan 
 
A young girl from a dysfunctional family creates for herself an alternative world which 
nearly results in her death but which ultimately leads her to reality. 

 1996 

Parrot in the Oven: Mi Vida 
Victor Martinez 
 
Manny relates his coming of age experiences as a member of a poor Mexican 
American family in which the alcoholic father only adds to everyone's struggle. 

 


