
W
e

th
e

rsfie
ld

:
A

Literary Landm
ark

The Tow
n of W

ethersfield has 
been nam

ed a Literary Landm
ark 

for its use as the setting for 
The W

itch of B
lackbird P

ond. 

The Friends of Libraries U
SA

(FO
LU

SA
) sponsors the Literary

Landm
ark project w

hich enables 
local libraries to call attention to 
the literary significance of sites 
in their com

m
unities.

The bronze plaque designating
W

ethersfield as a Literary Landm
ark

and a m
ore detailed m

ap created by
Phil Lohm

an are on display at the
W

ethersfield Library.

T
his 1958 N

ew
beryA

w
ard

-
w

inning historical novel,
tells the ad

ventures of
young K

it Tyler w
ho, 

after leaving her privileged
life in B

arbad
os, arrives in

W
ethersfield

 to live 
w

ith her only 
rem

aining relatives.  
B

ut it d
oesn’t feel 
like hom

e.

K
it struggles to ad

just to
the strict culture of 1687

Puritan W
ethersfield

.  T
he

Puritan com
m

unity d
oes

not take kind
ly to her 

colorful clothing, 
her outspoken w

ays, 
her id

eas or her friend
ship

w
ith the gentle Q

uaker
w

id
ow

 w
ho lives near

B
lackbird

 Pond
 in 

the m
ead

ow
s by the

C
onnecticut R

iver.

W
hen K

it rescues H
annah

Tupper from
 the charge of

w
itchcraft, the com

m
unity

then tries K
it as a w

itch.  

W
eaving through this 

brave teenager’s struggle
w

ith her ow
n loneliness

and
 the tow

n’s bigotry is
her bud

d
ing rom

ance 
w

ith N
at, a young sailor 

from
 the D

olphin, 
the ship that brought 

her to W
ethersfield

.  

A
guid

e to som
e of the events d

escribed
 in 

The W
itch of B

lackbird P
ond

by E
lizabeth G

eorge Speare

A
p

p
roxim

ate 2,000 m
ile rou

te of th
e D

olp
h

in
 from

 B
arb

ad
os to S

ayb
rook

.

From
 S

ayb
rook

, th
e D

olp
h

in
 sailed

 43 m
iles u

p
river to W

eth
ersfield

.

515 Silas D
eane H

ighw
ay 

W
ethersfield

, C
T

 06109 

D
irector: L

aurel G
ood

gion
em

ail: good
gion@

w
ethersfield

library.org
B

orrow
er Services: 860-257-2811 

C
hild

ren's Services: 860-257-2801 
A

d
ult Services: 860-257-2811

fax: 860-257-2822
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Wethersfield 1687

Wethersfield
today

Dramatic changes 
happened when floods
in the 1700’s altered the
river’s course creating
Wethersfield Cove and
reshaping the meadows.

In the last century, 
construction of
Interstate 91 and the
Route 3/Putnam Bridge
to Glastonbury snipped
off early street 
connections to 
the river.

Using these maps a visitor can
find some sites described in the
book and match them to
approximate locations in 
modern day Wethersfield. 

The Dolphin
arrives from
Saybrook. Kit
disembarks at
mist-shrouded
Wethersfield
landing..

Captain Eaton
delivers Kit with
her seven trunks
to Mathew
Wood’s house on
High Street.

The Meeting House at
town center across from
the pillary, whipping post
and stocks .

Widow Hannah
Tupper’s one
room shack by
Blackbird Pond in
the meadows.

Governor Andros,
the king’s repre-
sentative, crossed
the river here on
his way to Hartford
to take back
Connecticut’s
Charter.

The Constable’s
shed where Kit
spent a miserable
night before her
trial for witchcraft.


